
���������	
��� 
��������	���� ��

 

 

You need to listen to each other’s music to compose easy listening 

Enterprise Education programmes 

 

 

By Klaas Molenaar, General Director Triodos Facet  

Bunnik, October 2008 

 

 

We hear all kinds of music in the Netherlands, music that comes from all parts of the world; and it 
comes to us through al kinds of channels: on radio. TV, I-Pods and internet; we even try to dance on 
it, despite the sense of rhythm we may have ….. 

 

But it never really blended into something new, that we can sell as ours, like the Brazilians did with 
the lambada and samba, or the Jamaicans with the reggae, or the Peruvians with the marinera, or 
the Congolese with the soukous (or kwassa kwassa 
 

There is no Dutch fusion music.................  

Our Volendam-bolero and street organ sounds are the only genuine products we have 
produced………. what do the Dutch do when they want to show the world their way of living? Yes, we 
are nothing more than a crowd of people swaying back and forth on our old-fashioned wooden shoes. 

 

And it seems to me that something similar may have been happening with enterprise education…….. 

 

Currently, we see a growing number of initiatives to develop enterprise education and training and 
entrepreneurship development programmes in the Netherlands such as the ones started a few years 
ago under a subsidy scheme administered by Senter Novem and financed by the Ministries of 
Education and Economic Affairs. True, that is laudable. But… is it really? We are rather late if we see 
what has been done already in developing countries. Over the past decade countries like Tanzania, 
Indonesia and many others have integrated entrepreneurship education into their national education 
policies. In the Netherlands, on the other hand, we have not arrived at a Dutch approach. Stronger 
than that: we have not even arrived at an approach fitting our situation.  

 

Of course, I would not propagate a one-size-fits-all policy. But, if we go around in the Netherlands 
and study the curricula labelled Entrepreneurship at universities, Hogescholen (Universities of 
Applied Sciences / Polytechnics), ROCs (VTCs) it is difficult to detect a common denominator 
reflecting a vision in our society on the role of entrepreneurship. There is indeed a common wish to 
develop and design EET programmes but no clarity is given about the underlying assumptions, the 
training methods or pedagogical approaches, and the way programmes developed will be rolled out.
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Taking a closer look into those samples two issues of major concerns emerge that I want to discuss 
here3:  
·  There is little cooperation between various actors; 
·  There is hardly any exchange of experiences neither between the organisations taking charge of 

the EET projects nor between those participating in developing such programmes.  
 
All play their own music without listening to each other. I will elaborate a little more on that 
 
A few remarks about the organisational set up 
Let us look at the projects in the South first: 
·  In the South all projects are implemented in cooperation with partners (higher education institutes 

and private companies) from the North. 
·  All 10 projects in Tanzania, Rwanda and Indonesia were undertaken by different consortia.  
·  Only two of these projects were led by Dutch higher education institutes. The others are led by 

Dutch private consultancy firms specialized in EET. 
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